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PRESS RELEASE, 13 November 2009
Under the leadership of Eric Schutz, Executive Director, the ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking was awarded autonomy status on 26 October, 2009

BRUSSELS — Eric Schutz, Executive Director of the ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking, has had an auspicious start to his tenure (from 1 September 2009) as Executive Director of the Joint Undertaking, receiving the status of autonomous Community Body from the European Commission on 26 October 2009. The ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking (JU) is a public-private partnership whose aim is to leverage investments in the ARTEMIS field in Europe. ARTEMIS stands for Advanced Research and Technology for EMbedded Intelligence and Systems. 

The JU will foster R&D collaboration among all stakeholders from industry and public authorities to academia and research centres to galvanise and focus the research effort. The Executive Director will serve as the link between all stakeholders - the European Commission, the participating Member and Associated States, and ARTEMISIA, the association of R&D actors in the field of ARTEMIS. The ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking will run till 2017 with the cost of the research activities within the initiative totalling as much as €2.7 billion. 

Eric Schutz was Vice-President EU and Northern Europe Public Affairs of STMicroelectronics  since July 2008. Before that, he was Vice-President, External Technology Coordination, responsible for the worldwide coordination of funded R&D programmes, collaboration with institutes and universities, and relationships with the European Commission. STMicroelectronics was one of the five "Founding Fathers" of ARTEMISIA and Eric Schutz represented ST in its Presidium and co-chaired the ARTEMIS Strategic Research Agenda Working Group. Eric Schutz was also a member of the Steering Board of eMobility, the Executive Board of NEM and the High Level Group and Steering Board of EPoSS.

Since the beginning of September the ARTEMIS-JU office has been established and based in Brussels. Its aim is to implement the Joint Technology Initiative on Embedded Systems and Intelligence. Eric Schutz explains: “The ARTEMIS JU Office executes the programme from the publication of calls through evaluation and contract negotiation, coordination with national funding authorities, project follow-up and reviews until the delivery of the final payment. The JU office exists to serve the ARTEMIS community of stakeholders, which means there will be constant communication between the JU Office and all the partners, including the Commission, the ARTEMIS Member States and ARTEMISIA. Having to be independent as Executive Director, it was vital for me to get the ARTEMIS JU declared autonomous as quickly as possible. I am very happy that we have been able to work in this way since 26 October. You can imagine how honoured I am to be the first Executive Director of an autonomous JU.”  

Accountable to the Governing Board of the ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking, Eric Schutz will ensure that the initiative’s mission and objectives are achieved. His responsibilities include the efficient organisation of the calls for proposals, the evaluation of submitted proposals, the negotiation and conclusion of grant agreements as well as their subsequent monitoring and finalisation. 

Klaus Grimm, President of the ARTEMISIA Association and Chairman of the ARTEMIS Governing Board welcomes the appointment of Eric Schutz as Executive Director of the ARTEMIS-JU Office. “We fully agree that the position of this office needs to be neutral and therefore autonomous to shelter all the stakeholders in the ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking. ARTEMISIA wishes Eric every success in his new job, and we all look forward to a very fruitful cooperation.”

Thierry Van der Pyl, representative of the European Commission in the ARTEMIS JU Governing Board and former chair of the Public Authorities Board, underlines that "this is an important milestone for the ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking. It demonstrates that, thanks to the combined efforts of all parties and of the Commission in particular, we have successfully delivered the very first autonomous R&D public-private partnership to the research community, member states and the community as a single instrument with common objectives. All parties will have to stand by their commitments and play their roles constructively if the ambitious goals of the ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking are to be achieved."

///

About the ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking

Growing out of the ARTEMIS European Technology Platform (ETP), the ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking (JU) was established in 2008 and aims to tackle the research and structural challenges in embedded systems faced by the industrial sector. The objective is to define and implement a Research Agenda for Embedded Computing Systems. ARTEMIS JU aims to help European industry consolidate and reinforce its world leadership in embedded computing technologies. The economic impact in terms of jobs and growth is expected to exceed €100 billion over ten years. The European Union recognises the strategic importance of Embedded Computing Systems and launched the ARTEMIS Joint Technology Initiative (JTI). The ARTEMIS JTI is implemented as a Joint Undertaking (JU) which is a public-private partnership between:

· The European Commission 

· Participating Member and Associated States, by now 22 countries

· ARTEMISIA, the non-profit Industrial Association of R&D actors in the field of ARTEMIS 

The ARTEMIS JU will manage and co-ordinate research activities through open calls for proposals through a 10-year, €2.7 billion research programme on Embedded Computing Systems. The programme is open to organisations in European Union Member States and Associated Countries. Selected projects will be co-financed by the Joint Undertaking and the Member States that have joined ARTEMIS. The ARTEMIS JU will implement significant parts of the ARTEMIS–ETP Strategic Research Agenda co-funded by industry, research organisations, Member States and the Commission's own ICT programme. 
Contact:

Alun Foster, Programme Manager ARTEMIS JU

Tel +32 2 221 81 22

Email: Alun.Foster@artemis-ju.europa.eu
Else Embregts, Manager PR & Communications for ARTEMIS

Tel: +31 88 003 6188; Fax: +31 88 003 6180; 

Email: else.embregts@artemisia-association.eu
About the ARTEMIS-JU: www.artemis-ju.eu 

About ARTEMISIA : www.artemisia-association.eu
About the ARTEMIS-ETP: www.artemis.eu 

